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TAGS: ETRD, EINV, ECON, GT 

SUBJECT: PROPOSAL TO PURCHASE UB OPERATIONS 

REF: A. MANAGUA 1986 B. SAN JOSE 3146 (19AUG74) C. GUATEMALA 4567 
(22AUG74) 

IT MAY BE THAT FERNANDEZ 1 PROPOSAL (REF. A) RELATES TO OTHER SCHEMES 
BY CENTRAL AMERICAN ENTREPRENEURS MADE OVER THE PAST SEVERAL 
YEARS TO BUY OUT THE INTERNATIONAL BANANA COMPANIES OPERATING IN 
THE REGION. A PRIME MOVER BEHIND SUCH SCHEMES HAS BEEN ROBERTO 
ALEJOS OF GUATEMALA. IN MID- 1974, SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF GROUP OF 
CENTRAL AMERICAN INVESTORS, HE MADE PURCHASE PROPOSALS TO GOCR 
AND GOP. REFS. B AND C PROVIDE DETAILS. EARLIER, ALEJOS 
ATTEMPTED TO BUY UB OPERATION IN GUATEMALA WHEN LATTER WAS 
REQUIRED BY U'S. COURT TO DIVEST. ALTHOUGH NONE OF THESE PROPOSALS 
MET WITH ANY APPARENT SUCCESS, ALEJOS AND PARTNERS WERE ACTING 
SERIOUSLY, PRESUMABLY THEY HAVE NOT LOST INTEREST IN THE IDEA 
ANY MAY BE SPEAKING THROUGH FERNANDEZ. IF EMBASSY MANAGUA BELIEVES 
ALEJOS MIGHT BE INVOLVED, WE WILL BE HAPPY TO RAISE ISSUE WITH 
HIM. 
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